2019 YOUTH NATIONAL LOCH STYLE RULES, FORMAT & TIMETABLE
Grafham Water: 15th September 2019
Flies & Hooks
Matches shall be fished with artificial fly only. Flies may be dressed on single or double hooks,
tandem flies are not permitted. In the case of a double hook, the angle between the bends shall not
exceed 90 degrees and, when viewed from the side, the bends must lie one behind the other. No fly
shall be artificially weighted. No more than 4 flies, only one of which may be dressed on a double
hook, may be mounted on a cast and flies must be at least 20 inches apart. Hooks may not measure
more than five -eighths of an inch overall, including the eye. The overall length of the fly may not
exceed fifteen-sixteenths of an inch.
Flies must be manufactured barbless or fully de-barbed. Jumper test will apply, if it goes in and out
without impediment then it is legal.
Suspected illegal flies should be put into an envelope and signed over the seal by the angler/boat
partner/boatman. The envelope should be presented to a Match Official at the end of the
competition. Attractor chemicals and light emitters may not be used on flies.
Lines & Leaders
Lines, casts and leaders shall not be additionally weighted. No form of shooting line, metal core line
or metal core braided leaders is permitted.
Rods
A competitor may use one rod not exceeding 12 feet in length and may have a spare rod of the same
maximum length. But only one rod may be mounted. A rod is considered mounted if any two
sections are joined or if a reel or line is attached. A competitor's rod, when working flies or retrieving
casts must be hand held and must be above water level.
Drifting
Boats must be allowed to drift freely during fishing and must not be held on oars or engine in such a
manner as to interfere with, or gain advantage over, any other competitor. Flies must be out of the
water whilst the engine is running or the boat is in forward or reverse motion. Trolling lines or flies
behind the boat is never permitted. During a match no boat may encroach within 50 yards radius of
any other boat engaged in fishing. The water between boats may be shared. The match organiser
may extend the 50 yard separation as befits the venue.

Fishing Zone
Competitors shall fish within the bounds shown in this diagram and may not fish in their partners'
zones.

Out of Bounds Areas
Whilst a competitor may cast into an 'Out of Bounds' area, the boat may not enter these areas
whether fishing or not. Anglers will be notified of the Out of Bounds areas in the briefing
Sitting & Standing
Boat seats, thwart boards and the use of tackle boxes as seats are allowed, provided the height of
the seat is not more than 5 inches above the gunwales. - Note - 'Backrests' are also allowed on boat
seats - Competitors must not stand in the boat when casting or retrieving line. Standing in the boat
whilst fishing is only allowed when playing or landing a fish.

Format & Scoring
The event will be fished on a full catch, measure and release basis with fish recorded in cm. The
match will be fished to two 3 ½ hour sessions with 30 minutes in between sessions. At the end of
each session, the total length in cm will be added to give a combined length. Combined length will
give each angler a session point, 1 being the best possible score, i.e. the longest combined length.
This process will be repeated following the second session and both session scores added together
to give an event score. The angler with the lowest score will be deemed the winner.
Command of the Boat
Command of the boat will change every 1 hour 45 minutes however anglers will only physically
change ends of the boat at the end of session 1. Each angler will have control of the boat for 3 ½
hours over the course of the match.
Drogues
A single un-weighted drogue is permitted, of no more than 60 x 60 inches or 25 square feet. It may
be fitted with functional metal fittings such as small link rings and swivels. The only control device
allowed is a 'G' clamp. The drogue may be fixed on either side of the boat such that the drift is
square to the wind. The drogue must trail no more than 15 feet behind the boat.
Respect for Other Anglers
In congested areas, boats must not deny reasonable access to other boats by undertaking repeated
short drifts. Special care must be taken in such circumstances, especially when manoeuvring the
boat. Boats to be at least 50 yards from bank anglers.
Electronic Devices
Competitors may not use electronic devices, such as echo-sounders, fish finders or radios. MOBILE
TELEPHONES are ONLY allowed by the boatmen.
Safety
From the moment anglers access they jetty a life jacket must be worn at all times
Eye protection must be worn at all times when in the boat
A hat is also necessary as additional protection
You may also require protection from the sun
Please ensure you have sufficient food and drinks with you

Failure to ahead to these rules may result in disqualification, if in doubt, ask an official or your
boatman/woman before you take to the water
Local Rules –
Supersede EYF National competitions rules
1. Life jackets to be worn on the pontoon and boats
2. No boat fishing if winds exceed 25mph/force 5
3. Start the engine before pulling in the drogue
4. Boat anglers keeps 50 yards from the bank
5. Boat anglers keep 70 yards away from any bank anglers
6. Boat anglers if asked will give way to bank anglers
7. During a thunder storm stop fishing and seek shelter off the water
8. Discarded line should be cut into short lengths before disposal in dustbin to avoid entangling
wildlife
9. Be considerate to other water users at all times
12. Telephone 01480 810 531

8.00

Timetable
Arrival

08:15

Introduction

8.30

Draw

8.45-0930

Set Up

9.30-13.00

Session 1

13:00-13:30

Break

13.30-17.00

Session 2

17.15-18.00

Results & Presentation

PLEASE NOTE
Please ensure you have hat, glasses, full equipment inc. landing net, suitable clothing, valid EA
rod licence, fluids, food and sun cream.

